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MASTER BEEKEEPERS LIST

Moira Alexander, Smithtown.......... 631-664-6810
Peter Bizzoso, Manorville...............631-874-4750
Rich Blohm, Huntington............... 631-271-7812
Steve Chen*, Holbrook..................646-625-9910
Carl Flatow, Oceanside................. 516-510-6227
Walter Goldschmidts, Lloyd Harbor.301-613-0001
Nick Hoefly, Astoria.................... 352.875.5642
Chris Kelly, Mattituck................. 631-275-5786
Deborah Klughers, East Hampton...631-377-1943
Katherine Luberto...................... 631-965-7327
Joan Mahoney, N.Babylon............. 631-667-5339
Grace Mehl, Smithtown................ 631-766-5648
Fred Munzer, Dix Hills..................631-243-3512

Marianne Sangesland, Smithtown.....631-680-5895
Walter Scott, West Hills Huntington..516-428-1063

Wayne Vitale, Setauket................. 516-680-3020
Laurie Volel-Wilkowski............... 516-643-6011
Neal Wechsler, Lindenhurst........... 631-957-7136

Master Beekeepers are certified beekeepers who
have a detailed knowledge of honeybee biology,
expertise in the proper practices of beekeeping, and
can present this information to the beekeeping and
non-beekeeping public in a detailed, accurate, clear
and authoritative manner.

Master Beekeepers provide education and
assistance to beginning beekeepers and serve in
other capacities in the community as experts in
beekeeping. The Master Beekeeper program was
developed by Dr. Roger A. Morse at Cornell
University. The program has been expanded by the
Eastern Apicultural Society of North America to
other areas.

You can learn more about the Master Beekeeper
Program by visiting the Eastern Apicultural Society
website: http://www.easternapiculture.org/master-
beekeepers/certification.htm

Dear Beekeepers,

It’s April already, and it’s so good to start seeing
flowers out that our dear bees can work. Enjoy
these nice days of early Spring and sweet

bees! g 4y Wy



http://www.easternapiculture.org/master-beekeepers/certification.htm
http://www.easternapiculture.org/master-beekeepers/certification.htm
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Speaker of the Month:

Randall Class is our speaker for April’s
meeting.

TALK DESCRIPTION:

The New York State Beekeeper Tech Team
works directly with beekeepers to improve
bee health, reduce colony losses, and
increase the profitability of beekeeping in
the state. Additionally, the Tech Team
inspects and collects samples from
participant hives, conducts beekeeper
surveys, and monitors trends in New York
beekeeping every year. Join us to learn
about the Tech Team and explore the data
collected through the program over the past
10 years.

SPEAKER BIO:

Randall joined Cornell University as a
honey bee extension associate in the spring
of 2025. He manages the NYS Beekeeper
Tech Team, supports honey bee research,

and is an extension resource for beekeepers
throughout the state. Previously, he served
as a bee extension specialist at [owa State
University for over seven years. Randall
holds a Master of Science from

the University of California, Davis.

Teaching Apiary News

The Teaching Apiary schedule is set for
2026. Weather could necessitate changes, of
course. A reminder of the schedule will
come out approximately once a month and
will include the instructor's email addresses
and any specific topic or activity they intend
to cover. Attendees are requested to email
the instructor of their intent to attend,
providing a cell phone number. This allows
the instructor to notify attendees of last
minute changes due to weather or other
events. All attendees are required to wear a
veil. Long sleeves, long pants, socks and
closed shoes are highly recommended.

There are a few veils on site for real
newbees who don't own one. The schedule
is as follows:

April 25th - Grace Mehl

May 9th - John Most

May 23rd - Rich Blohm

June 6th - Dawn Schmitz
June 20th - Roy Baillard

July 11th - Kevin Raffloer
July 25th - MaryEllen Cuiffo
August 8th - Marianne Sangesland
August 22nd - TBD
September 5th Joan Mahoney
September 19th - Walter Scott
October 3rd - Kathy Luberto
October 17th - Grace Mehl
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There may be some management events,
such as harvesting honey or wrapping and
insulating hives that are held outside of the
above schedule. Members may be notified
of these by email if there is time.

LIBRARY REPORT:

MARCH 2026 ACTIVITY

9 books signed out by 5 members
4 books renewed by 3 members
10 books returned by 7 members
2 copies of the updated 2025

PennState Extension Beekeeping Basics Book
were added to the library by Grace Mehl:

These folks have overextended their loans and
we have tried to reach them without success:

ANGELA ASSELTA - Beekeeping for Dummies

BOB LINEKIN - The Backyard
Beekeeper AND The Beekeeper’s Bible

CIENNA RIZZA - The Beekeeper’s Handbook
MARGIE RIZZA - Homegrown Honey Bees

MICHELLE SALZ - Natural
Beekeeping AND Simple Smart Beeckeeping

If anyone is in contact with them, the returns
would be very much appreciated. The librarian
may be reached by email:
librarian@longislandbeekeepers.org



mailto:librarian@longislandbeekeepers.org
mailto:librarian@longislandbeekeepers.org
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Upcoming events:

BETTER BEE : Free! Upcoming
“Seasons of Beekeeping” Webinars

- To help beekeepers prepare for the upcoming
season’s needs, our Education team will be hosting
live streams throughout the year to cover what you
need to know or prepare. Additionally, this is a great
opportunity to ask our team questions!

Join us for the upcoming dates

from 6:30-8:30 p.m. ET:
e Summer: Tues, April 28th
e  Fall: Thurs, August 20th
e  Winter: Tues, October 13th

Link to register

NEW YORK BEE CLUB

Hello All,

We are beginning to promote our first virtual
meeting of the year. We will have Randall Cass
present on IPM for beekeeping. I'm told this will
not overlap (much) with his presentation for the
LIBC meeting the following Sunday. Anyway, you
can copy/paste the following into an email to all

LIBC members who would like to attend virtually.

You’re invited to the New York Bee Club Spring
Cluster, our city-wide virtual meeting on
Wednesday, April 22 at 7pm. This session will
feature a presentation by Randall Cass from
Cornell Dyce Lab for Honey Bee Studies.

To register, please use the link below and select
the “LIBC Member” ticket. When prompted for a
registration code, enter “LIBC”.
https://nybeeclub.wildapricot.org/event-6609113

The Zoom link will be sent to all registered
attendees by email the day before and again on the
day of the event.

We’re glad to be able to offer these joint virtual
events at no cost and plan to continue doing so. If
you find value in them, we encourage you to
support the work of the NYBC by becoming a
member or making a donation. Your support
helps us bring in speakers, run events, and
continue building a stronger beekeeping
community across NYC and Long Island.

Nick Hoefly
Executive Director
New York Bee Club

QUEEN COLOR CODE

Year Ends In:

2026 is WHITE


https://www.betterbee.com/classes-and-events/seasonsofbeekeeping-class.asp?utm_source=Betterbee+Contact+List&utm_campaign=114c768496-Betterbee_Buzz_March_2026&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-789c782111-190713765&mc_cid=114c768496&mc_eid=aba20cc936
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnybeeclub.wildapricot.org%2Fevent-6609113&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd2c81a273d2548e67e6808de90470eb8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639106832027861333%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WExfMiR%2FA6e7OEEZivIVK7MUH6KamI%2FVAlkD4EiNvSA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnybeeclub.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd2c81a273d2548e67e6808de90470eb8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639106832028085845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2BP4Im6AMAWT1MGOXnqOoqY530p9AcWHMksVjFa0uHo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnybeewellness.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D84212338dd107852d694d9b24%26id%3D9c3edb5cd6%26e%3Dadfd0ba68f&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbc04eecd74c74a4bcaad08de7f0f4d68%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639087900869654186%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JDMP%2FM%2FnPV6RXWb2s0gYWHFxE3Yzt5%2BdnUO59zDoUDo%3D&reserved=0
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HONEY BEE HEALTH PROGRAM NEWS:

Dear Beekeepers,

We are excited to share that the much-anticipated
beekeeper registration page is live! This webpage
should facilitate an easy, secure registration process
for both new and experienced beekeepers. There is no
charge for registration, and it is required on an annual
basis pursuant to Article 15 of the Agriculture and
Markets Law. The beekeeper registration helps the
Department to document the health of the state’s
managed honey bee population and keep beekeepers
informed of honey bee health issues in New York
State. Nuc and queen sellers must indicate their intent
to sell, and interstate shipments of queens, packages,
used comb, and used beekeeping equipment must
also be declared through the beekeeper registration.
This assists us with scheduling the inspections that
are required or associated with these activities.

Some added features of the new site include:

e  Reminder emails to renew your registration
annually

e Automated beekeeper emails to confirm
registration

e A beekeeper dashboard to maintain yard
data and profile information

If you already have an NY.Gov account, click the
“Register as a Beekeeper” button on our Honey Bee
Health page to log into the beekeeper site with your
NY.Gov credentials. If you are new to NY.Gov, you
will need to:

1. “Create an Account” with NY.Gov.

2. Return to this Honey Bee Health page and
click the “Register as a Beekeeper” button to
log in to the beekeeper site with your
NY.Gov credentials. (This two-step process
should be temporary until our website is
listed with NY.Gov.)

For help creating or logging into your NY.Gov
account, please reach out to the ITS Service Desk:

844-891-1786.

If you wish to send in a paper application, are having
difficulty using the registration application, or if you
are no longer keeping bees in New York, please
reach out to us at apiary@agriculture.ny.gov. Thank
you in advance for your participation in this

important initiative that will help safeguard our
honey bee population in New York State!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Lunch and Learn Zoom Series

Join the Apiary Inspectors and Extension Faculty
from the Northeast to “Lunch and Learn” virtually
via Zoom Webinars on Fridays from 12:00pm-
1:30pm. Attendees will get the opportunity to meet
the dynamic group of Apiary Inspectors and
Extension Faculty who support apiculture in our
region as well as ask questions related to honey
beekeeping and get advice from the experts in the
field. These events are designed to support the
beekeeper journey of ensuring the health, seasonal
management and treatment of honey bee

colonies. Attached is a flier with more
information. The events are free and open to the
public, but pre-registration is required.

Register Here

Cornell Master Beekeeper Graduate Spotlight
Webinar

Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 7:00 PM

The Cornell University Master Beekeeper Program is
an advanced training program for beekeepers who
have at least 3 years of beekeeping experience. This
webinar will showcase presentations from graduates
from the Master Beekeeper program. It's free and
open to the public! Attached is a flier with more
information.

Register Here

SURVEYS

2025-2026 US Beekeeping Survey

The 2025-2026 US Beekeeping Survey opens April
1. Data obtained from this survey is used by a
diversity of stakeholders, ranging from national
beekeeping organizations that request for federal and
state support of the industry, to scientists at our
country’s land-grant universities that design research
plans to address major industry issues.

Complete the Survey

NY Bee Wellness Spring 2026 Survey is now open!



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.ny.gov%2Fplant-industry%2Fhoney-bee-health&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006224045%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aWYs60oViSOp2%2B4LvlaaXq0UrqccJp0egN2WtE9JbVI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.ny.gov%2Fplant-industry%2Fhoney-bee-health&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006224045%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aWYs60oViSOp2%2B4LvlaaXq0UrqccJp0egN2WtE9JbVI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.ny.gov%2FLoginV4%2Flogin.xhtml&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006312857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9MCO3Mxo0OMybPRcWFWmNGs3svLLEDvlnlskoWolY%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.ny.gov%2Fplant-industry%2Fhoney-bee-health&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006383558%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B94f66UTQmIV86oBibtweyaKBDSx%2FT%2BGRubqGx6HxKA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:apiary@agriculture.ny.gov
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_y5hKOVHyTuep7N7BoovQvA%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006451405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lo%2BILkQ7qetoWLYeYpB7GwTzuT4HbQUPkI7c36rnuYA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcornell.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_-aETrXJkTbKjqFW5y0gKcg%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006545547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JuXR%2FHLlisuJBsBy1TjBcEwnoXbCY0l%2F3s42IfCbieo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapiaryinspectors.org%2FUS-beekeeping-survey&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006610311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MglKTZ%2BbpYmRlIkrrU6ps2uC5GffJKx5mbT7tBc93XY%3D&reserved=0
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NY Bee Wellness Inc. is an independent grassroots
educational non-profit 501¢3 organization. The
organization addresses the needs of beginning and
small-scale beekeepers. Information from this survey
is gathered is from beekeepers and may help to
determine trends in honeybee health. If this is your
first year with bees or do not have bees, you do not
need to the survey, but please look over the survey to
consider various management options. results and
data are archived for research and historical use.
Your information is important not only for this year
but for years to come. This survey will be open for
several weeks.

Complete the Survey

ADDITIONAL UPDATES

Norroa is now registered as a varroa mite treatment in
New York State. The Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Bureau of Pesticide Management is
responsible for pesticide registrations and products
can be searched for at any time in their Information
Portal.

Thank you,

HONEY BEE HEALTH PROGRAM

NY Bee Wellness SPRING
SURVEY 2026

Hello-

We would like to assess the situation for for NON-
migratory New York State beekeepers and their
beehives. Information gathered is for beekeepers, and
may help to determine trends in honeybee health.

NOTE: the survey will be open for several weeks, if
you are not ready, you can fill in the survey later this

Spring.

If you have difficulty with the online form, please
contact info@nybeewellness.org

Please complete the survey as best as you can and
write any comments you feel that can add to future
surveys and improve the NY Bee Wellness program.

If this is your first year with bees or do not have
bees, you do not need to do the survey, but please
look over the survey , to consider various
management options.

2026 marks the 13th anniversary of the NY Bee
Wellness surveys. Published results and data are
archived for research and historical use. Your
information is important not only for this year but for
years to come.

All info is confidential, and general results of the
survey will be shared in the Summer NY Bee
Wellness newsletter and posted on
NYBeeWellness.org . Links to previous years
surveys are also on the website. Survey results will
be broken down into 8 major regions in New York
State.

NOTE: the survey will close by mid-May.

Thank you for your participation!

Questions? contact:
survey(@nybeewellness.org

LINK TO THE SURVEY

LINKS

Norroa Press Release

(305) Betterbee - YouTube Plenty of good short
beekeeping videos!

Scientists uncovered the nutrients bees were
missing — Colonies surged 15-fold | ScienceDaily

Trees for bees: from planting to pruning with
Mike Connor

And ENT 71 15 Trees for bees!

2024-25 Winter Capped Brood Monitoring /
Auburn University College of Agriculture

"The status of capped brood in honey bee colonies
during winter is critical information beekeepers
must consider when choosing an appropriate


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FHV6S5TG&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006683418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PlinAfITXZkNkKDlw%2Fg5QAbsbEqE1Iv6XEPxKkJHQqI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Fnyspad%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006739791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PaX3Ga9NI9E5iLr4PR59eEseVHA2kV6UkgzQNVChxS0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Fnyspad%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cef65476e37a24c89616008de90b5df8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639107308006739791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PaX3Ga9NI9E5iLr4PR59eEseVHA2kV6UkgzQNVChxS0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:survey@nybeewellness.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HV6S5TG
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/greenlight-biosciences-launches-norroa-the-first-rna-based-treatment-for-varroa-mites-offering-new-hope-amid-record-bee-losses-302567592.html?tc=eml_cleartime
https://www.youtube.com/@betterbee1979/shorts
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260327000518.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260327000518.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCPj3U8uvAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCPj3U8uvAk
https://woodlandstewards.osu.edu/sites/woodlands/files/imce/OSU%20Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Ohio%20Trees%20for%20Bees.pdf
https://agriculture.auburn.edu/research/enpp/bee-lab/2024-25-winter-capped-brood-monitoring/
https://agriculture.auburn.edu/research/enpp/bee-lab/2024-25-winter-capped-brood-monitoring/
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control product for the mite Varroa destructor. As
colonies emerge from winter, insight into colony
brood rearing also helps beekeepers plan for early
spring management, such as feeding and swarm
control."

Informative to look at the different localities for
the timing of disappearance of capped brood in the
autumn and the reappearance in the spring. There
is definitely a clear influence of latitude.

VISIT THE CLUB WEBSITE AT
WWW.LONGISLANDBEEKEEPERS.ORG

Check your account on the website every month


http://www.longislandbeekeepers.org/

